Sulphuric acid consisting of a solution of sulphurous acid gas in water possesses the properties both of a disinfectant and antiseptic. Freshly prepared by heating sulphuric acid with charcoal and dissolving the gas in water, it is a colorless liquid containing 5 per cent, by weight of sulphurous acid gas SO3; having a great affinity for oxygen it readily decomposes organic bodies, and thus destroys low forms of living matter, arresting fermentation, and preventing the development of bacteria. As a devitalizer of bacteria, in experiments performed by N 
